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PUBLISHER'S PREFACE 


n the name of Allāh, the Most Clement, the Ever 

Kind. All praise belongs to Allāh, Lord of the worlds, 
and may peace and blessings be invoked upon Muhammad, 
His chosen one, and upon his family and companions, one 
and all. 

The tradition in Muslim religious literature of gather- 
ing collections of forty hadith dates to as far back as the 
second century after the Hijra. ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Mubarak 
al-Marwazi (d. 181 AH) is thought to be the first to have done 
so, and his lead was followed by later hadith scholars such 
as Muhammad ibn Aslam at-Tusi (d. 242 AH), al-Hasan ibn 
Sufyan al-Fasawi (d. 303 AH), and many others. Perhaps the 
most well-known collection is that of Imam an-Nawawi (d. 
676 AH) which has been translated into English and on which 


there exist several commentaries including Ibn Rajab's ex- 
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haustive fam1' al-'ultm wa al-hikam, published in translation 
by Turath Publishing in 2007. 

The practice of gathering forty hadiths has its origins in 
a tradition narrated through several Companions that puts 
the spiritual rank of religious scholarship within reach of the 
ordinary believer: “Whoever memorises forty narrations for 
my Nation in matters of this religion, Allâh will raise him 
up as a scholar and I shall be an intercessor and a witness 
for him on the Day of Rising.” The narrators of the various 
versions of this hadith include illustrious names such as “Ali 
ibn Abi Talib, ‘Abd Allah ibn Mas‘td, Mu‘adh ibn Jabal, 
Abu al-Darda', Ibn ‘Umar, Ibn ‘Abbas, Anas ibn Malik, Abu 
Hurayrah, and Abi Sa‘id al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased 
with them all. 

This series sets out to present various subjects in the for- 
mat of the Arba‘in, collections of forty hadith, as compiled 
by some of the greatest scholars of Islam of the past. In this 
particular Arba‘, the contemporary scholar, Mufti Shabbir 
Ahmed, has been commissioned to compile a new collection 
on the subject of Sham, a region of central importance to 
Islam and of great relevance to our times. 

Within this collection, Mufti Shabbir Ahmed gathers 
several hadith that point to the blessed nature of the Sham 
region, followed by short biographies the highlight the vir- 


tues of some of Companions that lived and died here. The 
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hadith are supplemented with notes and comments to ex- 
plain some of the background of the hadith, the personali- 
ties mentioned in it, or to explain some of the difficult ex- 
pressions for the reader. 

It is hoped that this collection will apprise the reader 
of the dearness of Sham and its people to the heart of the 
Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace), and so will be 
encouraged to support the on-going relief effort in a region 


that is now in the throes of a terrible civil war. 


YAHYA BATHA 
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AUTHOR’S FOREWORD 


N THE NAME OF ALLAH, the beneficent, the merciful. All 

I praise belongs to Allah, Lord of the universe and mas- 
ter of our fortunes, and may peace and blessings descend on 
his beloved Prophet Muhammad, his companions and upon 
all who follow in their footsteps. 

Over a year ago, I was asked to speak at a conference or- 
ganised by the UK based relief agency, Ummah Welfare Trust, 
on the virtues of Sham, an area which encompasses modern 
day Syria, Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, parts of Northern 
Egypt, parts of Southern Turkey and parts of Western Iraq. 
The conference drew attention to the immense distress ex- 
perienced by the people of Syria and the wider region. In 
preparation for the speech, I gathered forty sayings with a 
direct chain of transmission (marfă) to the Prophet $ on the 


region of Sham, its virtues and its people. Once I had com- 
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pleted this, my son Yusuf translated these hadith with a brief 
commentary and the result is this publication before you. 

The region of Sham is mentioned in the hadith literature 
and several scholars have gathered Prophetic statements 
on its virtues, including Hafiz Ibn ‘Asakir (d. 571 an), Hafiz 
Abu'l-Hasan al-Rabi'i (d. 444 AH), Sheikh al-Islam Ibn 
Taymiyah (d. 728 AH), Hafiz Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali (d. 795 
AH) and others. 

Any discussion on the virtues of Shâm must begin with 
the Our'ân itself which mentions the blessed nature of this 
region, containing, as it does, the Masjid al-Aqsa, the holy 
mosque in Jerusalem. Almighty Allah says: 


galt J VAS etal A W oa yi of oS 
Jest heel BAG GU 46 TS S50 gill Lai 


Cel pw VIB) gee) 
Glory be to Allah who did take His Servant for a journey 
by night from the Sacred Mosque (in Makkah) to the Aqsa 
Mosque (in Al-Quds) the precincts of which We have blessed, 
so that we might show him some of our signs. Indeed Allah 


is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing. (Qur’an, 17:1) 


The virtues of Masjid al-Aqsa or the city of al-Quds are 
well known, and already documented in books such as the 


collection of forty hadith on this topic by my dear friend 
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and brother, Ismail Adam Patel. In this collection, therefore, 
I will not mention the virtues of Masjid al-Aqsa specifically, 
but instead focus on the virtues of the wider region of Sham 
which are perhaps less well known. 

This collection is divided into three sections. The first 
focuses on the virtues of Sham; the second on the virtues of 
Damascus; the final on the virtues of selected companions of 
the Prophet # who passed away in Sham. Many thousands 
of companions passed away in Sham and it is not possible 
in a short compilation to mention all their details, however 
this fact in itself adds to the virtue and blessing of the region. 
Thus, the purpose of this collection is to act as a reminder 
of the importance of the region and our responsibilities to 
it as an Ummah. 

This book is compiled in the format of the arban, or col- 
lection of forty hadith, a traditional method hadith scholars 
have employed to outline a topic and provide some detail in 
digestible form to the layman. The most famous example 
of this literature is Imam Nawawr's (d. 676 AH) arba'in which 
has several commentaries in different languages. Some of 
these arba'm collections are a random collection of hadith, 
but there will usually be a binding theme such as a common 
narrator, chain of transmission, or subject matter, such as 
those in this collection. The practice of collating forty had- 
ith has its origin in a hadith narrated by ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, 


17 


Al-Arba'in 


‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar and others (May Allah be pleased with 
them) who related from the Prophet $: “Whoever preserves 
forty narrations for my nation in matters of its religion, 
Allah will raise him up as a scholar and I shall be an inter- 
cessor and witness for him on the day of uprising.” (7alkhis 
al-Habir, 3:93) 

In compiling this collection, I have only gathered direct 
sayings of the Prophet } (marfii‘ narrations). The hadith are 
accompanied by brief notes where necessary. 

I pray to Almighty Allah to make this collection a means 
of intercession for me and all who are involved in its dis- 
semination, and revive the spirit of brotherhood and love 
for Sham in its true sense. May Almighty Allah shower his 
mercy on the people of Sham and unite the Ummah against 
tyranny and oppression in all its forms. Finally, I would like 
to thank Turath Publishers for undertaking the task of pub- 
lishing this collection. 

SHABBIR AHMED, 
Blackburn, UK 

16 Jumada al-Ula, 1435 
18 March 2014 


1 Imam Nawawi states in the preface to his aba‘ collection, “The Huffaz 
are unanimous on the weakness of this narration despite its multiple chains”. 
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1. THE VIRTUES OF SHAM 


DIVINE PROTECTION THROUGH 


THE ANGELS OF MERCY 
Hadith 1 

Sys cre SE ace Ul 2) Guba O28 yr ds) cy 
pe og gb belt y yb Ui yb eg «ve «UI, 2 «UI 
ASS 0 AUG SE FAS py AUS gee Uu lys UU gb L 
est shel ae ol) plat ye Ugo>u>l ght al 
Cally oko cpl g toi g 

Zayd ibn Thabit al-Ansari (May Allah be pleased 
with him) said, I heard the Messenger $ say: “Glad 


tidings for Sham, glad tidings for Sham, glad tid- 
ings for Sham!” They said: “O Messenger of Allah, 
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what is the reason for this?” He replied: “The an- 


gels of Allah have spread their wings upon Shâm.” 


Comments: The spreading of wings upon Sham means that the re- 
gion and its people are blessed and protected from disbelief? as well 


as calamity and harm’. 


BLESSED LAND 
Hadith 2 

-JU giles cyll y UG YW Sa SG Used (39 Illi cline 

(ado dl ly) OU, MO y do y 
‘Abdullah ibn “Umar (May Allah be pleased with 
them) reports that the Prophet + said, “O Allah! 
Bestow blessings on our Sham, and bestow bless- 
ings on our Yemen.” The people said: “And also 


on our Najd.” He said: “O Allah! Bestow blessings 


on our Sham, and bestow blessings on our Yemen.” 


2. Ali al-Oari, Afirgaatul Mafateeh (6273) 
3 Al-Munawi, Faydhul Oadeer (4: 361) 
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The people said: “And also on our Najd.” He said, 
“Earthquakes and afflictions will occur there,” or he 


said, “From there the horn of Satan will come out.” 


Comments: Najd is not the name of a place but rather refers to 
the highland region beyond Hijaz towards Iraq.* Al-Khattabi said, 
“The Najd is in the direction of the east, and for the one who is in 
Madinah then his Najd would be the desert of Iraq and its regions 
for this is to the east of the people of Madinah. The basic meaning 
of Najd is that which is raised or elevated from the earth in contrast 
to al-Gawr for that is what is lower than it. Tihamah (the coastal 
plain along the south-western and southern shores of the Arabian 
Peninsula) is entirely al-Gawr and Makkah is in Tihamah.” 

In the time of the Prophet $$, the people of the region were 
disbelievers and later trials and tribulations arose from here. These 
resulted in the splitting of the Muslim ranks and the emergence of 


innovations. 
Hadith 3 
bla AS SB re oe AU I pe hi 1D cad Lal 


4 Ibn al-Athir, a/-Nihayah (5/18). 
5 Fath al-Bari (13/58). 
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JU åS LU Au dy y2 YW eU GT ae ce ol 
pak Ul gL eel be JU cae Cm al Il mui AS 
gh le Je UY iu y Ae Ul le y JU Ŷ yrun 
WAS Giusy eis eo lL, i» A5 or SS y 

(Sus cyl y Lami olay) S pho 
Abū Dharr (May Allah be pleased with him) relates: 
“The Prophet approached me whilst I was in the 
mosque of Madinah. He tapped me with his foot 
and said, “Do I see you sleeping inside the Masjid?” 
I said, “My eyes overpowered me.” He said, “What 
will you do when you are expelled from Madinah? 
I said, “I will enter the blessed holy land of Sham”. 
He said, “What will you do when you are expelled 
from Sham?” Aba Dharr said, “What Shall I do, O 
Messenger of Allah, shall I fight with my sword?” 
The Prophet said, “Shall I not advise you of some- 


thing better than this and closer to righteousness? 
Listen and obey, and tread as they instruct you.” 


Comments: After the death of the Prophet $, Abū Dharr left for 
the desert of Sham and stayed there during the caliphate of Abū 
Bakr and ‘Umar (May Allah be pleased with them). During the 
caliphate of ‘Uthman (May Allah be pleased with him), he stayed 
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in Damascus and was saddened by the Muslims’ increasing pur- 
suit of luxury and worldly goods. As a result, ‘Uthman invited him 
to Madinah where he was equally critical of the people’s pursuit 
of worldly goods and pleasures. ‘Uthman instructed him to go to 
Rabadhah, a small village near Madinah. Adhering to the Prophetic 
instruction, Abu Dharr complied and moved to Rabadhah. There 
he stayed far away from people, renouncing their preoccupation 
with worldly goods and holding on to the Prophetic way of life. He 


passed away in 32 AH (652 CE). 


CHOSEN LAND 
Hadith 4 

ply dhe AUT glee UI Spey Ob ace alll ad doled yl ye 
soale g sāka cyn & yd Uyd y cell &.2 i ope AU a pine LOG 
algo) olie Yy pele l> Y MU el ys dal gle, 

(sl hl 
Abū Umāma (May Allah be pleased with him) re- 
ports that the Messenger of Allah # said: “The 
chosen land of Allah is Sham, and in it are his cho- 
sen people and servants. A group from my nation 


will certainly enter paradise without any reckoning 


or punishment.” 
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Comments: The textual context suggests that this group is from 

Sham.° 

Hadith 5 
Je) ky JU ai as Al by go WU ym cp abl Le oe 
he el oS AS OT Cle gle ad OST Lab J > abl 
ade AU ho cll shy Lobb UU PLL thle JU oh 3 
cn y M8 eol su cyn ye ed eU U iJ pä ati 
(ph bl oly») soke 

‘Abdullah ibn Hawala al-Azdi (May Allah be 
pleased with him) reports that he said: “O Prophet 
of Allah, choose for me a place where I should be, 
for if I were to know that you would remain I would 
not have chosen any place over you.” He said: “Go 
to Shâm!” (He said this thrice). When the Prophet 
# saw his indifference towards it, he said: “Do you 
know what Allah says about Shâm? Verily, Allah 


says, “O Sham! You are my chosen land and I shall 


make the best of my servants enter you.” 


6 Al-Munawi, /-Taysir Bi Sharh al-Jami Sashir 
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Comments: ‘Abdullah ibn Hawala al-Azdi (May Allah be pleased 


with him) passed away in Sham in 80 or 85 AH. 


VIRTUE OF SHAM OVER IRAQ 

Hadith 6 
Ae dail Sa acl I BY ys OF Lager aU poy poe onl oe 
eles Sg SE Lat I cal of aust aly obey 
AM ge AW O yn) ee o EIS) gymod cydiodd y2 O 
lc NG le pe y ade 

(gabe holy) dala ¢ gy Lett gi 
Ibn ‘Umar (May Allah be pleased with both of them) 
relates that a former maidservant of his approached 
him and said: “Life has become difficult (she was 
struggling to meet ends) and I intend to move to 
Iraq.” He said, “Why not to Shām, the land of res- 
urrection? Bear patience O foolish one, for I heard 
the Messenger of Allah s say, “Whoever patiently 
bears the difficulties and hardships of Madinah, I 


will testify—or he said—intercede for him on the 
Day of Judgement”. 


Al-Arba'in 
THE CONQUEST OF SHAM 
Hadith 7 
coe UW Ugur) ee ONS ail ace aU oy pol cy Id Ce 
JU Sale SI Uu Jla camin aga gy cling abe abl 
certs tees pL O| «cle yn) la UA Cg Cle 
ogy) Ul Le Of gad des] SA yy HT OSS etd oy 


(el Jl 
Shaddad ibn Aws (May Allah be pleased with him) 
reports that he was with the Prophet s whilst tak- 
ing deep breaths. The Prophet # said, “What is 
wrong O Shaddad?” He said “The world has closed 
in on me”. The Prophet # said, “The world has not 
closed in on you. Verily, Sham will be conquered 
and al-Quds will be conquered and you and your 


sons will be imams there, if Allah wills”. 


Comments: Shaddad ibn Aws (May Allah be pleased with him) 
played a leading role in the conquest of Sham and Al-Quds. He 
passed away in 58 AH at the agc of 75 and is buried in the Muslim 
graveyard neighbouring Masjid al-Agsa. Other companions buried 
in the same graveyard include ‘Ubada ibn as-Samit (May Allah be 
pleased with him). 


The Virtues of Sham 
Hadith 8 

AU es UI Spey SE rd ace aU oy elo ol ye 
pelly padat g meola iod eU fal ley ate 
Eu ge fro | oped call foe BO lal ed edl gre dl 
0 SS) aero sb yd gd in Fn cn I dyb 

GU Ui gi 
Abu Darda' (May Allah be pleased with him) re- 
lated that the Messenger of Allah #} said: “The 
people of Sham up until the furthest point of the 
peninsula, along with their spouses, children and 
servants, from Sham, both men and women, are in 
ribét (guarding the frontiers) in the path of Allah. 
Whoever occupies any land therein is in ribdt. 


Whoever occupies any frontier therein from the 


many frontiers is in jihad. 


Comments: Ribdt means standing in guard of the borderlines, at the 
places feared to be attacked by the enemies, and a Murabit is the per- 
son garrisoned there who has dedicated himself to defending Islam 
and the Muslims. The messenger of Allah && said, “Ribat (guarding 
the frontiers) in the cause of Allah for one day is better than this 


world and whatever is on it.” (Bukhari) 
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ABDAL IN SHAM 
Hadith 9 
a dyn Coreen SU ace aU dy db ol oy gle ce 
Ogui ag PLIL O y yu OA YL yb lus ache abl Le 
Sell ge iech Ole; «le AW Jl le oU LIS ch 


vlii ee eU! Bi ye Gas cele YI Ne ee pes 
(hau dai a> i) 


‘Ali ibn Abi Talib narrates, I heard the messenger 
of Allah # say, “The Abdal will be in Sham. They 
are 40 men; whenever one of them passes away, 
Allah replaces him with another man. It is through 
their invocation that water will come through rain, 
enemies will be defeated, and punishment will be 


withheld from the people of Sham.” 


Comments: The linguistic translation of Addal is substitutes. The 
scholars of hadith hold varying opinions on their existence and 
whether their number is limited to forty. Most scholars have af- 
firmed their existence including Hafiz Ibn as-Salah, Allamah 
Ibn Abi ad-Dunya, Hafiz Ibn Asakir, Allamah Zarkashi, Allamah 
Sakhawi, Allamah Suyati, Allamah Qastalani, Allamah Ibn 
‘Abidin Shami and others. Our respected teacher Sheikh al-hadith 
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Mawlana Muhammad Yunus Sahib Jownpuri has also affirmed their 
existence.’ 
PLACE OF ABODE AND FAITH DURING 
TRIALS AND TURMOIL 
Hadith 10 
AM gle aU Spry SU ace AW dy Myo cy Ul Le ye 
«Gl Jl Lary ltl Tate dale O gown Lyd ade 
Sey Ud Se ede cali 2AM gp OU cyu Wry 
yt Ged g eian gadd al cyn cU Wcle SLB ca 
vagy SB cabal y LL J USS ab fom je AU! Of co ne 
A) SG cyn iU yu uc» Wde Ddoe yyol LÍ crand 
Gy 231 y rots pS ae a1) ale dan 5 & 
GUY Je. â 
‘Abdullah ibn Hawala (May Allah be pleased with 
him) relates that the Messenger of Allah # said: 
“You will come across groups of armies. An army 


will be in Sham, an army in Iraq, and an army 
in Yemen.” ‘Abdullah said: I stood up and said: 


7 Al-Yawagit Al-Ghaliyah, 2:39). 
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“Choose for me O Messenger of Allah.” The Prophet 
sŵ said: “Go to Sham; and whoever refuses, let him 
go to Yemen, and let him drink from its water, for 
Allah has assured (secured) Shâm and its people for 
me. Rabi‘a said: I heard Abu Idris narrate this ha- 
dith and he would say: “Whoever Allah has given 


assurance is not to be feared for.” 


Comments: This hadith most probably refers to the era before the 
end of time when Shâm will be the base and assembling point of 
believers. Imam Mahdi (Peace be upon him) will be the leader of 
the believers who will lead the fight against the Byzantines. The 
location of the assembling point will be Ghuta." 

It is worth noting that Prophetic statements regarding the su- 
periority of Sham such as the saying above do not contradict the 
statements about the superiority of the blessed city of Madinah. 
There are many virtues of Sham, however, the specific virtue and 
superiority of residing in Sham relates to a specified era before the 
end of time for whereas the virtue and superiority of Madinah is 


general for all eras. 


Hadith 11 


AU Spy SE SE kes Ul 22) 5 p06 oy alll te ye 


8 See chapter Hadith 21. 
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od oye FI US a pee Cul yl ley ale alll Le 
o Y cpl de aoe able yy ye bE sc gly 
8 yd Sled ax 21) ll cil cody 5] OL 

CIl è all s idal 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr (May Allah be pleased with 
them) said: The Messenger of Allah s& said: “I saw 
(in a dream) a pillar of the book was taken from 
underneath my pillow and I looked and there was 


a light shining in the direction toward Sham. Verily 


faith at the time of turmoil is in Sham.” 
Comment: The pillar of the book refers to the pillar of Islam, the 


pillar of faith. 


Hadith 12 
he IW JE SE Lage Ul 2) gae cy ae ye 
Iyisi ebd â AGM oly of slay abl ele «le «UI 
OL OB cyll me yB cyd Jf lyda LSI a pas 
(Slut cyl l;.) eUMU 


‘Abdullah ibn “Umar (May Allah be pleased with 
them) said that the Prophet # said to us one day: 
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“I saw angels in a dream who had taken hold of the 

pillar of the Book and proceeded with it to Shâm. 
When the great tribulations befall, faith will be in 
Sham.” 


Hadith 13 
ale al lie Coll ye ae al oy ym op alll Le oe 
ahora a5) 5) lS yaf l> we og Gel Ud uly JU ley 
Ol Ue LII apas iIa Co plant Le edd aS OI 
od gt at! OLS yne Sal oil Ui Lay pl ana 
eal oI al oye ES ey jo lol aks Lu 
o JU ell aes > Shon cb oy 2 BEG pm 
Call ols) pL thee JU «J> AUU ynn AM ym 
‘Abdullah ibn Hawala (May Allah be pleased with 
him) relates that the Prophet $ said: “On the night 
of Isra I saw a white pillar which appeared to be 
made of pearls being carried by the Angels. I asked: 
“What are you carrying?” They replied: “The pil- 
lar of the book, and we have been commanded 
to place it in Sham. The Prophet # continued: 


“Whilst I was sleeping I saw a pillar of the book that 
was taken from beneath my pillow, and I thought 
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Almighty Allah has forsaken the people of the earth. 
So I looked for it and lo! There was a light shining 
before me until it was placed in Sham.” ‘Abdullah 
ibn Hawala said: “O Prophet of Allah, chose for me 
a place. He said: “Go to Sham”. 


Hadith 14 
«le AM dro UI Spurs OF ce Ul oy eii cn ale ye 
(ol dal el gy) PLL pete gol slo phe (IB ples 
Salamah ibn Nufayl (May Allah be pleased with 


him) relates that the Prophet # said: “The strong- 
hold of the believers is Sham.” 


THE BELIEVERS’ ABODE 
TOWARDS THE END OF TIME 
Hadith 15 

A ym) ee JU go «Ul y2) 9 poe cp AU cyn 
al hsb opt Mu $m O Se Sp lrg ate abil be 
Lebel ht G20 3 dns alal tle peal Gel 
>l go SU pt pte y AM ydd yd AE y y. I glad 

(aslo pi olg) pibadi 
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr (May Allah be pleased with 
them) said, I heard the Messenger of Allah & say, 
“There will be a migration after migration. The 
best of the people of the earth are those who con- 
fine themselves to the migration place of Prophet 
Ibrahim (Sham), and here will remain on earth the 
worst of its residents. The earth will hurl them out, 
Allah will dislike them and the fire will gather them 


with monkeys and pigs.” 


Comments: The first migration in the hadith refers to the migra- 
tion of the early Muslims to Madinah after they were persecuted. 
The second migration refers to the migration to Sham that will take 
place before the end of time when trials and tribulations will spread, 
and when oppressors and disbelievers will occupy Muslim lands. It 
is here from Sham that the Muslim army will assemble and fight 


against the enemies and ultimately defeat the Daya/ (Anti-Christ). 


Hadith 16 
AW Spey SE SE ace aU py aul ye l Le op ple ye 
PAE ope Ole ST O gyd ydy «de AW Le 
Se JU S py Uo bled Lo to 0 y 


GU only Ole sly tartar Í) plij 
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Salim ibn ‘Abdullah relates from his father (May 
Allah be pleased with him) that the Messenger 
of Allah # said: “A huge fire shall emerge 
from Hadramawt (in Yemen) before the Day of 
Resurrection, which shall gather people (and cause 
a great movement of people).” They said: “O 
Messenger of Allah, what do you order us to do at 
that time?” He said: “Go to Sham.” 


Comments: From amongst the major signs of the final hour is the 
great fire which will appear from the direction of Yemen, from the 
south of Aden, from the Sea of Hadramawt. It is important not to 
confuse this fire with the fire mentioned in the hadith narrated by 
Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) from the messenger 
of Allah # who said: “The Hour will not be established until a fire 
will come out of the land of Hijaz, and it will throw light on the 
necks of the camels at Busra.”* This fire occurred in 654 AH and 
lasted for several days. Its heat was so severe that it melted stones 
and trees. 

It is also worth noting that these narrations are not referring to 
the day of resurrection in which the all the people, dead or alive, 
will be resurrected. This is a reference to a gathering in this world 
for its living inhabitants.” 


g Bukhari, 6701. 
10 Ibn Kathir, Al Nikayah fil Filan wal Malahim, p.x06. 
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THE GATES OF REPENTANCE 
Hadith 17 

JU Jl (gal poll Shae op Ol pe CT UG ms 3) y 
Lad call @ gy Col cyn gêr sydd glog «le «UI lo II 
Lele Cym 8 yma <o ymad yb cyn UU SS > ey, Jl) 
hle ymu cymo &2 0 SS pee shade 
ce YL lyol GS e p U aika cali 3 olan UG 
olgj) are paill al y Gly Vas oe yt 

(Y yo ge yl 
Zirr ibn Hubaysh relates: “I attended Safwan ibn 
“Usal al-Muradi and he said: “The Prophet # said: 
“On the Day of Judgement, a person will be with 
who he loves.” He continued to narrate to us until 
he mentioned a gate towards the West with a width 
of 7o years, or a rider will ride in its width for 40 
or 70 years.” Sufyan mentioned: “The gate towards 
Shâm that Allah created on the day He created the 


heavens and the earth is open for repentance; the 


door will not close until the sun rises from it.” 


Comments: The rising of the sun from the west is from amongst 


The Virtues of Sham 
the major signs of the final hour that will occur after the coming of 
Dajal and Gog Magog. After the sun rises from the west, the door of 
repentance will be closed. Almighty Allah mentions in the Qur’an 
(6:158), “The day when some of the signs of your Lord shall come, 
it shall not benefit a soul to believe, which had not believed before”. 

The reference to the door of repentance could be literal with 
its closing indicating to the angels that the time of repentance is 
over, or it could be a metaphor of the magnitude and the scale of 
Almighty Allah’s mercy and the number of people whose repent- 


ance could be accepted. 


THE LAND OF RESURRECTION 


Hadith 18 
yml doe dW yo Uiw ydyn ce alll 4553 ol oe 
Abu Dharr (May Allah be pleased with him) nar- 
rates from the Prophet 4: “Shâm is the land of 


gathering and resurrection”. 


Comments: Imam al-Manawi explains: “Sham is the place where 
the people will be gathered for the reckoning. They will be resur- 
rected from their graves then they will be driven to that land. It has 


been singled out for this because it is the land of which Allah said: 
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“The land which We have blessed for the whole universe." Most of 
the prophets were sent to that land and their laws spread throughout 
the world, so it is appropriate that it should be the land of the gath- 


ering and the resurrection.” 


Hadith 19 
gds JU oda GE aal EE E piil i gba op SE HOF 
eU you eds Ueol chala Ju? Fp ek cyl all Jews L 
ara le Oy mne) UUS 3 Yn) O 3) pte pS] 1B 
Bahz ibn Hakim ibn Mu‘awiyah al-Qushayri relates 
from his father, relating from his grandfather, who 
said: “I said: “O Messenger of Allah, where do you 
instruct me to go?” He said: “There!” and he mo- 
tioned towards Sham. He further said: “Verily, you 


will be gathered on foot and on mount, and dragged 


on your faces.” 


Comments: The second section of the hadith indicates that people 
will be resurrected in the hereafter according to their beliefs and 


actions in the world. 


1u Quran, 21:71. 
12 Fayd al-Qadir, 4:171. 
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According to some scholars, this hadith refers to the ways in 
which human beings will be gathered in Sham in this world before 
the Resurrection and would only be for those alive at the end of 
time. As explained under section 1.8, a fire will emerge from Yemen 
that will drive every living person to Sham. 

This hadith is an extract of a longer hadith narrated by Bahz 
ibn Hakim. Ibn Nasir al-Damashqj, a student of Sheikh al-Islam 
Ibn ‘Taymiyya’s students (d. 842 H.) authored a book on this hadith 
with title: Tanwir al-Fikrah bi Hadith Bahz ibn Hakim fi Husn al-‘Ashrah. 
In this hadith, Bahz ibn Hakim’s grandfather asked the Prophet # 
many questions, among them was this: “Where do you instruct me 
to go?” In another narration of this hadith, he said: “O Messenger 
of Allah, choose for me (the best place to live).” The Prophet $ 
pointed towards Sham, Ibn Hakim’s grandfather asked the question 
because he did not want to go back to his country, Iraq, after be- 


coming a Muslim. Thus, the Prophet : advised him to go to Sham. 





2. VIRTUES OF DAMASCUS 


THE ‘ASSISTED GROUP’ IN DAMASCUS 
Hadith 20 

g> pL IAL AL I) ile gè pe wee aU y2) wnn cy 
iE oe pai Y cpa ate al oe dal SIV GSS 
EN a Cylldally (glo dl ae sl) Ld py ym 

Ge ey JU Ue yb yes dI 
Mu'awiyah (May Allah be pleased with him) related 
from the Messenger 4ê: “When the people of Sham 
become corrupt there is no good in you. There will 
always be a group of my Ummah who will be vic- 
torious, and they will not be harmed by those who 


seek to humiliate them until the hour comes.” A 


narration states, “And they will be in Damascus”. 
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ONE OF THE BEST CITIES OF SHÂM 
Hadith 21 
ade Ul he aU pny OF ace Ul yo) ch yd oe 
ile J] tb pal iaado e g colai bleis JU ples 
JU iE lay oa pled gilae y oa giao Uy Ja iuao 
ESI iono a g iJ gi ekg aale AU gle coll cna 
W Ja iae lg cab gall Id Ske bt cakna! bland 
Sll agla gÅ am a) cite g alma Uke pot epia 
i oe gia iadi ialll a ib gilig Cel, 

OV Gees Gy Min ay ly 8 


Abū Darda’ (May Allah be pleased with him) relates 
the Messenger of Allah # said, “The place of as- 
sembly of the Muslims on the day of the Great War 
will be in Ghiita neighbouring the city known as 
Damascus, which is from the best cities of Sham.” 
In another narration he (Abu Darda') said: “I heard 
the Prophet $ say: “The place of assembly of the 
Muslims on the day of the Great War will be in 
a place called Ghuta. There is a city in it called 


Virtues of Damascus 


Damascus which will be the best place for Muslims 


555» 


at that time. 


Comments: Ghuta is an area bordering the eastern boundaries of 
Damascus, and this today is located in the rural areas of Damascus. 
Muslims will assemble here before the end of time under the leader- 
ship of Imam Mahdi (Peace be upon him) and fight the Byzantines. 
This will lead to the conquest of Constantinople. Thereafter, the 
Dajjal will emerge. According to some narrations, the Great War, 
the conquest of Constantinople and the coming of the Dajjal will 


occur within a period of seven years. 
THE MILITARY CAPITAL 
TOWARDS THE END OF TIME 
Hadith 22 
he UW Spey ST SU &e «ll y2) Whe oy Gye ge 
eye JB vale Cooked oad ely 3 yn pling ale alll 
Spans pl IS toda erat UU all Y pes ted 
eL. MW go ope Law ye sted J Sls JB AUS Of JE 
AM lae AM J yn Jm om eee SE sy Gall 
pedal uu eedd ASU ope] fb SE 6 K edeg ale 
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OU ga inl Jig cleas s e l g OSS a a oil ia 
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(Shs cpl g dai a i) Gites ld Sle y 
‘Awf ibn Malik (May Allah be pleased with him) 
relates: “I went to the house of the Prophet and 
greeted him. He asked: “‘Awf?” I replied: “Yes, O 
Messenger of Allah.” He said: “Enter.” I asked: 
“Completely or partially?” He said: “Completely,” 
then he said to me: “Count six signs, ‘Awf, between 
now and the approach of the Hour. The first will be 
my death.” He says: “I began to cry so much that 
the Messenger of Allah calmed me down.” “The 
second will be the conguest of al-Ouds (Jerusalem); 
the third, a great tribulation which will affect my 
Ummah; the fourth, a plague that will afflict you 


(and kill you in great numbers) as the plague that 
afflicts sheep; the fifth, the increase of wealth such 
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that if someone is given one hundred dinars he will 
not be satisfied; the sixth, a truce between you and 
Bant al-Asfar (the Byzantines) who will betray you. 
They will attack you under eighty flags, and under 
each flag there will be 12,000 soldiers. The place 
of gathering of the Muslims on that day will be in 
a place called Ghitd, and there is a city in it known 


as Damascus.” 


Hadith 23 
«le «UI ro WI pny gow aif ace Ul poy dpe ool ye 
cy* Vas Geno ope aU ba go hell Cady BL Syd ploy 
col ogy AM apy De pra yndy Led Salle ST Spell 
(Sleds aorbe cpl ax el) 


Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) re- 
lates that he heard the Messenger of Allah say: 
“When the epic wars will erupt, Allah will raise a 
group of servants from Damascus who will be the 
noblest of Arab horsemen, and the best equipped. 
Allah will strengthen the religion through them.” 
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THE PLACE FOR MAJOR EVENTS 
BEFORE THE FINAL HOUR 


Hadith 24 


OLS LO pane ale Ger Gt clea! splot ce pW! 
(Geog PLA! liad 3b gale 53) Oberle bee aul, 
Aws ibn Aws al-Thagafi (May Allah be pleased with 
him) mentions he heard the Prophet : say: “Isa 
ibn Maryam (Peace be upon him) will descend to 
the white minaret, in the East of Damascus, wear- 


ing two garments, it will appear as though his head 
is dripping with pearls.” 


Comments: Prophet “Isa (Peace be upon him) will descend from the 
heavens at a time when Muslims will be preparing to perform far or 
‘asr prayers. He will indicate to Imam Mahdi (Peace be upon him) to 
lead the prayer. He will defeat Dayal and his army of 70,000 Jews 


and establish a just rule for 40 years. 


Virtues of Damascus 
Hadith 25 
she US pe Crew SUE ace ab yno do wr cp pore Ue 
bys) Moly Sle Wl wun cyl fee pe ploy ale abit 
(dewi s gia alt 
Mujammi‘ ibn Jariya (May Allah be pleased with 
him) relates, I heard the Messenger of Allah ¢} say, 


“Ibn Maryam (Prophet ‘Isa) will kill the Dajjal at the 
gates of Ludd.” 


Comments: Ludd or Lod is a town in Palestine located 45 km to the 


north west of al-Quds. 


Hadith 26 
«Ae aU o AJ y. OG SE 3 Sed yn ye? Cy Sut y 
(ass SH pores GF cote ol ys) nb ay dd po gil 095 
Nahik ibn Suraym as-Sakini relates that the 
Messenger of Allah 3 said, “You will certainly fight 
the idolaters until those remaining of you will fight 


the Dayal on the River Jordan. You will be on its 


east and they will be on its west.” 
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3. VIRTUES OF SOME OF 
THE COMPANIONS WHO 
PASSED AWAY IN SHAM 


Hadith 27 
«JW, uo gd pe ane Ad yno) dye Cy Cys NW Le ce 
lees dal 9 prey dal jo yd JU ol ley ate 
chart gb yo Ny dad ob tnd yin Nâ ye yc J 
oF es dl op day had 3 dyn cp cyn LE s 
Eal gll o idae phs iadi d) cy dyes cial 
(ode di olay) 


Narrated ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn ‘Awf that the 
Messenger of Allah i said: “Abū Bakr is in para- 
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dise, ‘Umar is in paradise, ‘Uthman is in paradise, 
‘Ali is in paradise, Talhah is in paradise, Zubayr is 
in paradise, ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn ‘Awf is in paradise, 
Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqis is in paradise, Sa‘id ibn Zayd 
is in paradise, and Abt ‘Ubayda ibn al-Jarrah is in 


paradise.” 


Comments: These ten companions were given glad tidings of 
Paradise in one gathering. Of these, Abii “Ubayda ibn al-Jarrah 
passed away in Sham. There is a tomb of “Abd ar-Rahman ibn ‘Awf 
in Jordan leading to claims that he passed away in Sham. However, 
he passed away in Madinah during the reign of Uthman and was 


buried in Baqi. 


ABŪ “UBAYDAH IBN AL-JARRĀH 


Abū ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah (May Allah be pleased with 
him) accepted Islam a day after Abu Bakr (May Allah be 
pleased with him). By character and nature, he was very 
humble and modest. Amongst his friends, he was gentle 
and soft as silk. His integrity and honesty was unparalleled. 
When it came to war, he was as hard as iron. In the battle 
of Badr, he was attacked by his father ‘Abdullah ibn al-Jar- 
rah, who was fighting alongside the army of Quraysh. Abii 
‘Ubaydah avoided fighting with him but eventually his fa- 
ther succeeded in blocking his path. Abū “Ubaydah then at- 
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tacked him and killed him. Similarly, in the Battle of Uhud, 
he lost two of his front teeth while trying to extract two links 
of Prophet’s & armour that had penetrated into his cheeks. 

Abu ‘Ubaydah conquered Sham during the caliphate 
of Umar (May Allah be pleased with him). After the con- 
quest, a plague hit the region, the like of which people had 
never experienced before. It devastated the population. 
25,000 people died. Umar despatched a messenger to Aba 


“Ubaydah saying: 


I am in urgent need of you. If my letter reaches you at 
night I strongly urge you to leave before dawn. If this letter 
reaches you during the day, I strongly urge you to leave 


before evening and hasten to me. 


When Abū ‘Ubaydah received the letter, he said: “I 
know why the Leader of the Believers needs me. He wants 
to secure the survival of someone who is not eternal.” So he 


replied to Umar: 


I know that you need me. But I am in an army of Muslims 
and I have no desire to save myself from what is afflicting 
them. I do not want to separate from them until Allah wills. 
So, when this letter reaches you, release me from your com- 


mand and permit me to stay on. 
When the letter reached Umar, his eyes welled with tears. 
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Those present asked: “Has Abū ‘Ubaydah died, O Leader of 
the Believers?” He replied, “No, but death is near to him.” 
Before long, Abū ‘Ubaydah became afflicted with the plague. 
As death hung over him, he spoke to his army: 


Let me give you some advice which will keep you on the 
path of goodness always: establish prayer; fast the month 
of Ramadan; give in charity; perform the Hajj and Umrah; 
remain united and support one another; be sincere to your 
commanders and do not conceal anything from them; don’t 
let the world destroy you for even if man were to live a thou- 
sand years he would still end up with this fate that you see 


me in. Peace be upon you and the mercy of Allah. 


He then appointed Mu‘adh ibn Jabal (May Allah be pleased 
with him) as his successor and ordered him to lead the peo- 
ple in prayer; after the prayers Mu‘adh went to him and, at 
that moment, his soul departed. Mu‘adh got up and said: 


O people, you are stricken by the death of a man. By Allah, 
I don’t know whether I have seen a man who had a more 
righteous heart, who was further from all evil and who was 
more sincere to people than he. Ask Allah to shower His 


mercy on him and Allah will be merciful to you. 


When Umar (May Allah be pleased with him) received the 


sad news, he tried to control himself, but his sadness got the 
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better of him and his tears flowed. He asked Allah to bestow 
His mercy on his brother. He recalled his memories with 
Abi ‘Ubaydah with patience and tenderness. He exclaimed, 
“If I were to make a wish, I would have wished a house full of 
men just like Abu “Ubaydah.” 
He passed away in 18 AH (639 ce) at the age of 58 and 
was buried at Jabiya. His noble remains lie in Jordan; in the 
compound of Masjid Abu Ubaydah in the Jordan Valley. 


Hadith 28 
ade ai ls WS guy J ae Ul 25) She cy yll cyn 
cd! o Bane gil wy os owls col ul JS ye 
Cos s sal olg) 
Anas ibn Mālik (May Allah be pleased with him) 
relates, the Messenger of Allah # said: “Every na- 
tion has a trustee; the trustee of my nation is Abū 
‘Ubayda ibn al-Jarrah” 
Hadith 29 
aW J ye) y OL>u fal el JU ae d py iiio oe 


ALArba‘in 

Spc SG egal Se Col Dey pS] Ge se cll 

(ylle ol gy) Chal cy idau? ul bx JU spt LU 
Hudhayfa (May Allah be pleased with him) reported 
that the people of Najrân came to the Messenger 
of Allah # and said: “O Messenger of Allah, send 
a trustworthy man along with us.” The Messenger 
of Allah responded: “I will certainly send to you a 
trustworthy man, in the truest sense of the term.” 


Thereupon his companions looked up eagerly and 
he sent Abū “Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah. 


Comments: Upon the return of Muslims from the battle of Tabuk in 
9 AH, a Christian delegation from Najran, Yemen arrived in Madina 
and showed interest in Islam. They requested Prophet % to send 
them a person to guide them and preside over their affairs. 
Hadith 30 
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‘Abdullah ibn Shagiq relates: “I asked ‘A’ishah, 
“Which companion of the Messenger of Allah # 
was the most beloved to him?” She said: “Aba Bakr.” 
I asked: “Then who?” She said: ““Umar.” Í asked: 
“Then who?” She said: “Then Abū ‘Ubaydah ibn al- 
Jarrah. I asked: “Then who?” She remained silent.” 


Hadith 31 

Je) ONS cys cles Atte Cre UU AS cyl ye 
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(ole bs) baa 
Ibn Abi Mulayka said: “I heard ‘A’ishah reply when 
asked about who the Messenger of Allah # would 


have appointed as his successor if he had done so? 
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She said: “Abu Bakr.” It was asked, “Who after Abu 
Bakr?” She said: ““Umar.” It was said, “Who after 
“Umar?” She said: Abi ‘Ubayda ibn al-Jarrah.”” 
‘Umar (May Allah be pleased with him) would 
remark: “If Abū ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah were 
alive, I would have appointed him as my successor 
without any consultation, for the Prophet # said: 
“Every nation has a trustee, and the trustee of this 
nation is Abu “Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah.” 

‘Umar (May Allah be pleased with him) would 
say: “I wish I had a house filled with men like Abi 
‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah.” 


BILAL IBN RABAH 


Bilal ibn Rabah (May Allah be pleased with him) was one 
of the most trusted and loyal companions of the Prophet $. 
He was born into slavery and had no other option but to 
work for his master, Umayyah ibn Khalaf. When he accept- 
ed Islam, he was brutally tortured and persecuted until he 
was emancipated by Abū Bakr (May Allah be pleased with 
him). He migrated to Madinah and became the first treas- 
urer of Islam. He was also appointed as the first Muezzin 
because of his deep, melodious, and resonant voice. It was 


only fitting that the one who uttered the word ahad ahad af- 
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firming the oneness of Allah under the harshest of torture 
should utter the words of Tawhid during the call of prayer. 
After the liberation of Makkah, Bilal ascended to the top 
of the Kaaba to call the believers to prayer. This was the 
first time the call to prayer (adhan) was heard within Islam's 
holiest city. 

During the caliphate of Abu Bakr, he moved to Shâm for 
Jihad and spent the rest of his life there. When Umar (May 
Allah be pleased with him) came to Sham, he requested Bilal 
to call the adhân. This was the only time he called the adhân 
after the passing of the Prophet #. Upon hearing his voice, 
people began to cry for it reminded them of the days of the 
Prophet se. 

On his deathbed, Bilal's last words were, “Tomorrow I 
will meet my loved ones, Muhammad and his Companions.” 
He passed away in Aleppo or Damascus at the age of 63 or 
64 in approximately 20 AH (642 cE). His tomb is in the an- 
cient Bab Saghir graveyard that is located to the southwest 
of the Umayyad Masjid in Damascus. 


Hadith 32 
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Burayda (May Allah be pleased with him) narrates, 
the Messenger of Allah woke up and called for 
Bilal and said: “How did you surpass me to para- 
dise? I heard your footsteps ahead of me whenever 
I entered paradise.” He replied: “O Messenger of 
Allah, I never deliver the call to prayer except that 
I perform two rak'at of prayer, and whenever I enter 
a state of minor impurity, I perform ablution and 


think that I need to perform two rak'at of prayer for 
Allah. 


Comments: It is recommended to perform two rak'at of supereroga- 


tory prayer after performing ablution. This has been affirmed by 


many scholars including ‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abidin’, ‘Allamah Ibn 


Nujaym", Imam al-Nawawi’, ‘Allamah Ibn Muflih’, ‘Allamah 


Radd al-Muhtar, 1:458 
Al-Bahr ar-Râ'ig, 2:55 
Sharh al-Muhadhdhab, 3:545 
Al-Furi', 2:404 
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Ibn Qudamah", Sheikh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah”, Hafiz Ibn Hajar 


'Asgalânr*” and others. 


Hadith 33 
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Zayd ibn Argam (May Allah be pleased with him) 
said that the Prophet said: “Bilal will be the 
leader of the Mu’adhinin {those who call out for 
prayer) on the Day of Judgement, and none will fol- 
low him except believers. Those who call out for 


prayer will have the longest necks on the Day of 
Judgement.” 


Comments: Imam al-Nawawi explained, “It was said that this 
means that they will be the people who most expect the mercy of 
Allah, because the one who is expecting something cranes his neck 


to see what he is longing for. Or it may refer to the abundance of 


17 AbMaughni, 3:743 
18 Majmū al-Fatāwa, 5:345 
ig ath al-Bari, 260 
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what they will see of reward. Al-Nadr ibn Shamil said: “When the 
sweat comes up to people’s faces on the Day of Resurrection, they 
will crane their necks lest that torment and sweat reach them”. And 
it was said that it means that they will be masters and leaders, as 
the Arabs describe leaders as having long necks. And it was said 
that it means they will have more followers. Ibn al-A'râbî said: “It 
means the people who have the best deeds to their credit”. Al-Qadi 
'Iyâd and others said: “Some of them narrated it as 1nagan (instead 
of a'nâgan, meaning necks), meaning that they will be the swiftest to 
enter Paradise.” 

Another explanation is that a long neck is a sign of beauty. Thus, 
the most proportionately long and beautiful necks will be of the 
Mu'adhinin because of their having conveyed to people with their 


voices the call to prayer. 


MU‘ADH IBN JABAL 


Mu‘adh ibn Jabal (May Allah be pleased with him) was 
amongst the 72 people of Madinah who pledged allegiance 
at Aqabah. When the Prophet : arrived in Madinah, 
Mu‘adh would keep his company as often as possible. He 
studied the Quran and the laws of Islam until he became 
one of the most knowledgeable of all the companions in 


matters of the lawful and prohibited. He was a member of 


20 Sharh Muslim, 4:91. 
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the group of six companions who collected the Qur’an dur- 
ing the lifetime of the Prophet #. 

After the liberation of Makkah, the Prophet < instructed 

him to stay in Makkah and teach the Qur’an. Thereafter, he 
was sent by the Prophet # to Yemen to teach Islam and pre- 
side over their affairs. The Prophet s asked him, “According 
to what will you judge?” He replied, “According to the Book 
of Allah”. He asked, “And if you find nothing therein?” He 
replied, “According to the Sunnah of the Prophet of Allab”. 
He asked, “And if you find nothing therein?” He replied, 
“Then I will exert myself to form my own judgment.” The 
Prophet was pleased with this reply and said: “Praise be to 
Allah Who has guided the messenger of the Prophet to that 
which pleases the Prophet.” The Prophet # personally bade 
farewell to this mission of guidance and walked for some 
distance alongside Mu‘adh as he rode out of the city. Finally 
he said to him: “O Mu‘adh, perhaps you shall not meet me 
again after this year. Perhaps when you return you shall only 
see my mosque and my grave.” Mu‘adh wept. Those with 
him wept too. 

During the caliphate of “Umar (May Allah be pleased 
with him), Mu'adh was instructed by “Umar to travel to 
Sham to teach the people Qur’an with two other compan- 
ions. Mu'adh was assigned to Palestine whilst “‘Ubadah ibn 
as-Samit (May Allah be pleased with him) was assigned 
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Homs and Abū Dard?’ (May Allah be pleased with him) was 
assigned Damascus. 

Shortly after the death of Aba “Ubayda ibn al-Jarrah, 
Mu‘adh passed away in the plague of 18 AH (639 CE) at the 
age of 38. Before his soul departed from his body, he turned 
in the direction of the Ka’bah and repeated this: “Welcome 
death, welcome. A visitor has come after a long absence.” 
He looked up to the heaven and said: “O Allah, You know 
that I did not desire the world and to prolong my stay in it. 
O Allah, accept my soul with goodness as you would accept 
a believing soul.” The tomb of Mu‘adh and his son Abdur 
Rahman is located in the Jordan Valley. 


Hadith 34 
plas ache «UN dhe ll ge ae alll 3 Sk oy al cy 
Jaws cyl 0 S3) om iy: Slee pl pally Del: eal kef JG 
(Gadell ym 3 Ste dels Sy SUL 3 
Anas ibn Malik (May Allah be pleased with him) 
related from the Prophet $: “The most knowledge- 


able of my people in the lawful and the prohibited is 
Mu‘adh ibn Jabal.” 
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Hadith 35 
3 gm cyl cyn Tu ope OLA pated 1S 5p glory ade al 
GU wr yr) ym cds yy dd yd ys due 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr (May Allah be pleased with 
them) relates: “I heard the Prophets say: “Learn 
how to read the Qur’an from four people: Ibn 


Mas'ud, Salim Mawla Abu Hudhayfa, Ubayy and 
Mu‘adh ibn Jabal.” 


Hadith 36 

Jee de OL AN gw JE ce «Ul y2) UU cy ydd y 
cr ah Lai ye gl ply ale al ap Ul Ups 
Cy ce. JU co) y3 AU cy 2o 3 «Jem cy laeg ecas 

(cde Stax oh) ym yno a> Ì OU oo) yÌ cy» 
Anas ibn Malik (May Allah be pleased with him) 
relates: “All of those who compiled the Our'an 
during the time of the Prophet # were from the 
Ansar: Ubayy ibn Ka‘b, Mu‘adh ibn Jabal, Zayd ibn 
Thabit and Abū Zayd.” I asked Anas: “Who is Abū 
Zayd?” He replied: “One of my paternal uncles.” 
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Hadith 37 


ody Ji ply ale al L> yl OÌ &e AU, y2) Slee ye 
Hole yny Sty S53 he ynl UU yti yo Js 
ols dae g ad y> ols Sla prolly 2910 yl ola) 

(ol> 
Mu‘adh ibn Jabal (May Allah be pleased with him) 
relates that the Prophet ¿$ took his hand and said: 
“O Muadh, by Allah, I love you. I counsel you, O 
Mu‘adh, to say after every prayer, ‘O Allah, help me 


remember You, to be grateful to You, and to wor- 


ship You in an excellent manner.” 


KHALID IBN AI-WALID 


Women will no longer be able to give birth to 
the likes of Khalid ibn al-Walid (Aba Bakr) 


Khalid ibn al-Walid (May Allah be pleased with him) is one 
of the greatest military commanders of all time. Known as 
the ‘Sword of Allah’, he is noted for his military tactics and 
prowess. He accepted Islam after the treaty of Hudaybiyyah 
and participated in battles thereafter. Under his military 
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leadership, Arabia was united under a single political en- 
tity for the first time in history. His strategic achievements 
include the conquest of Arabia, Persian Mesopotamia and 
Roman Syria within a few years from 632 CE to 636 cE. He 
is also remembered for his decisive victories at Yamamah, 
Ullais, Firaz, and his tactical marvels at the Walaja and 
Yarmouk. He is one of three military generals in history to 
remain undefeated in battle. He has the distinction of being 
undefeated in over a hundred battles. 

Khalid passed away in 21 AH (642 CE) and was buried in 
Homs. His tombstone depicts a list of over 50 victorious bat- 
tles that he commanded without defeat (not including small 
battles}. The mosque in Homs where he is buried has been 
damaged in the ongoing conflict. 

It is well known that Khalid had wanted to die as a mar- 
tyr in the battlefield, and was upset when he realised that he 
would die in bed. He expressed this through one last, an- 
guished sentence: “I have fought in so many battles seeking 
martyrdom that there is no spot in my body without a scar 
or a wound made by a spear or sword. And yet here I am, 
dying on my bed like an old camel. May the eyes of the 
cowards never rest.” His wife replied, “You were given the 
title of the sword of Allah and, the sword of Allah cannot be 
broken and hence, it is not your destiny to be a martyr but 


to die as a conqueror.” 
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Hadith 38 

AU go «WU ye go UU iJ ace AW Qo dye ol ye 
ese AU Uym dyd O poy ell fared Y jas lens «cle 
cpt JU SLE ys y OS iU gid Se ope lary ale abit 
Ct ew lis WI ae ga JU cd ll cp We Jl flia 

(oe i oly») aU] gow 
Abu Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) re- 
lates: “We stopped at a place with the Messenger 
of Allah # and people began to pass by. The 
Messenger of Allah $ would ask: “Who is this?” 
And I would reply, such and such a person, until 
Khalid passed us. He asked: “Who is this?” I said: 


“Khalid ibn al-Walid.” He said: “A good servant of 
Allah; he is a sword from the swords of Allah.” 


Hadith 39 
«le AU he UI I pw toy SU ace AU, 235 nm gl y 
bol lh op Whey rom on! ee eth tall dle por oles 
Úll J yy Jä se le «UI, hee UI I py me balg 
tab a ols TY eae yl ity Le ley ale alll glee 
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oabeely adol ynod 38 Mall O gals OL Le Lilly abl 
LJU K ge liss Edle g CAW Ul y call foe 3 

(plane oly») taf ynn Je ae Om xi Ul jas 
Abū Hurayrah (May Allah be pleased with him) re- 
ported that the Messenger of Allah # sent Umar to 
collect zakah, and it was said that Ibn Jamil, Khalid 
ibn al-Walid and ‘Abbas the uncle of the Messenger 
of Allah s refused. Upon this, the Messenger of 
Allah # said: “Ibn Jamil is taking revenge, though 
he was destitute and Allah made him rich. As re- 
gards Khalid, you are unjust to Khalid, for he re- 
served his armours and weapons for the sake of 
Allah, and as for ‘Abbas, I shall be responsible for it 
and an equal amount along with it.” Then he said: 


“Umar, do you not know, the uncle of a person is 
like his father.” 


Comments: The Prophet excused Khalid and ‘Abbas. There 
are two possible explanations for excusing Khalid. Firstly, he had 
committed his armour in the path of Allah and it was not for busi- 
ness purposes. Hence, there was no liability. Secondly, someone of 
the calibre of Khalid would not refuse zakah especially as he had 
committed his armour for the sake of Allah. Khalid had in fact not 


refused and there was a misunderstanding. In the case of “Abbas, 
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there are several explanations. The more plausible explanation is 
that he had already given his zakah of two years in advance to the 


Prophet $. 
MUʻÄWIYAH IBN ABĪ SUFYĀN 


Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan (May Allah be pleased with him) 
accepted Islam before the liberation of Makkah. He was one 
of the writers of revelation and was the brother in law of the 
Prophet $. He was tall, fair, and handsome in appearance. 
He was eloquent in speech and was noted for his patience. 
Along with being a man of dignified bearing and good man- 
ners, he was an excellent politician and diplomat. He was 
also a great mathematician and an excellent calligraphist. 
In winning wars, he relied more on the use of the tongue 
than the use of the sword. 

During the Caliphate of Abū Bakr and Umar (May 
Allah be pleased with them), he participated in the bat- 
tles and conquest of Sham. Later, he served as governor of 
Sham for 20 years. After the treaty with Hasan ibn ‘Ali (May 
Allah be pleased with him), he ruled for 20 years most of 
which were spent expanding the Islamic state. This was the 
beginning of the Umayyad dynasty. To stop the Byzantine 
harassment from the sea, he developed a navy and used it to 
confront the Byzantine Empire in the Aegean Sea and the 


Sea of Marmara. 
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When death approached him, he said, “May you per- 
ish in confinement. You have ruled for 40 years; as a com- 
mander for 20 of them and a caliph for the other 20; and this 
is the condition of your fate? May the earth perish and all 
who love it.” He passed away in Damascus in 60 AH (680 CE) 


at the age of 78, 82 or 86. 


Hadith 40 

«UN Uym lone cys OS y dynnu y cyd cyn War cy 
JU al ly ele AU gle cl ye play ale AU Mo 

(sabe Sl ae ol) daly Lage Lola alert gl sled 
‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Abi ‘Amira who was from the 
companions of the Messenger of Allah # related 
that the Messenger of Allah $% supplicated for 
Muʻäwiyah, saying: “O Allah, make him a rightly 
guided leader and guide through him.” 


JAFAR IBN ABI TALIB 


Jafar ibn Abi Talib (May Allah be pleased with him) was 
the cousin of the Prophet and bore strong resemblance 
to him. He and his wife Asma bint Umays were amongst 
the first to accept Islam. As a result of the persecution, he 


led the group of Muslims that migrated to Abyssinia. The 
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Ouraysh attempted to secure their extradition by present- 
ing valuable gifts to Negus, the Christian ruler of Abyssinia, 
and his bishops. When summoned by Negus, Ja'far made a 
speech that was moving and eloguent and which is still one 
of the most compelling descriptions of Islam. Then Ja'far 
read some verses of the Our'an and Negus was moved to 
tears. He rejected the extradition reguest and guaranteed 
the safety and wellbeing of the Muslims. 

Jafar and his wife Asma spent about ten years in 
Abyssinia which became a second home for them. There, 
Asma gave birth to three children whom they named 
‘Abdullah, Muhammad and ‘Awn. Their second child was 
possibly the first child in the history of the Ummah to be 
given the name Muhammad. 

Jafar and his family left Abyssinia with a group of 
Muslims and headed for Madinah in 7 au. He quickly be- 
came known as the father of the poor. Soon after, in the 
beginning of the 8 AH (629 ck), the Messenger of Allah 
“> mobilized an army to confront Byzantine forces in 
Syria and appointed Zayd ibn Harithah as commander of 
the army and gave the following instructions: “If Zayd is 
wounded or killed, Ja‘far ibn Abi Talib will take over the 
command. If Ja'far is killed or wounded, then your com- 


mander will be ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah. If ‘Abdullah ibn 
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Rawahah is killed, then let the Muslims choose for them- 
selves a commander.” 

When the Muslim army reached Mu'tah, a town in 
the Karak Governorate in Jordan, they discovered that the 
Byzantines had amassed a hundred thousand men. The 
Muslim army only numbered 3000. Despite the great odds 
against them, the Muslim forces engaged the Byzantines 
in battle. Zayd ibn Harithah was among the first to fall. 
Ja'far ibn Abi Talib then assumed command. Mounted on 
his chestnut coloured horse, he penetrated deep into the 
Byzantine ranks. As he spurred his horse on, he called out: 
“How wonderful is Paradise as it draws near. How pleasant 
and cool is its drink. Punishment for the Byzantines is not 
far away”. He continued to fight vigorously but was even- 
tually martyred. His body was later discovered with over 
go wounds caused by stabs or shots of arrows. The third in 
command, ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah, also fell. 

Khalid ibn al-Walid, who had recently accepted Islam, 
was then chosen as the commander. He made a tactical 
withdrawal, redeployed the Muslims and renewed the attack 
from several directions. Eventually, the Byzantine forces 


fled in disarray. 


21 Bukhari, 4261. 
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'The news of the death of the three commanders reached 
the Prophet in Madina. He sat down in the mosgue and 
grief was visible in his face. He went to Ja'far's house and 
met his wife Asma. She was getting ready to receive her 
absent husband. She had prepared dough and bathed and 
clothed the children. Asma became apprehensive as she saw 
a veil of sadness shrouding the noble face of the Prophet s. 
He greeted and asked for the children. Eventually he shared 
the news and consoled the family. The Prophet $ also 
reguested his daughter Fatima to prepare food for Ja'far's 
family. 


Hadith 41 
ade all bee cll of ae al 22) Uile ep eydd oe 
aol) abe y AE gett Cb ol yy pind JU ply 
Cb e> 3 Ses! 
Bara’ ibn ‘Azib (May Allah be pleased with him) 
narrates that the Prophet # said to Ja‘far ibn Abi 


Talib: “You resemble me in appearance and in 


character.” 
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ZAYD IBN HARITHAH 


Zayd was captured during his childhood from a caravan by 
the nomadic Arab plunderers and was sold as a slave. He 
was purchased by Hakim ibn Hizam for his paternal aunt, 
Khadijah, and she gifted him to the Prophet # after their 
marriage. 

As an adopted child, he was enamoured of the pure 
spiritual mind, sublime sentiments and good morals of 
the Prophet <8; so much so that when his father came to 
Makkah after some time and requested the Prophet $& to 
set him free, Zayd declined to go and preferred remaining 
with the Prophet #. The Prophet # was also very fond of 
him and he was commonly known as Zayd bin Muhammad. 
‘A’ishah (May Allah be pleased with her) narrates that on 
one occasion Zayd knocked on the door and the Prophet 4} 
rose to receive him, he embraced and kissed him.” 

The Prophet $ facilitated Zayd's marriage with the 
cousin of the Prophet $, Zaynab bint Jahsh. One of the sa- 
cred aims of the Prophet s was to reduce class distinctions 
and to bring together all human beings under the banner 
of humanity and piety and to introduce moral excellence 
and natural human gualities as the standard of superiority 


and distinction. Later Zaynab was divorced and married the 


22 Tirmidhi,6:891. 
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Prophet $. It is in this context, Zayd is the only companion 
whose name appears in the Qur’an”. At the same time, the 
traditional Arab form of adoption was no longer recognised 
by Islam. The verse of the Qur’an “Call them by their fa- 
thers’ names” (33:5) was revealed and Zayd reverted to be- 
ing known by Zayd ibn Harithah. 

Zayd was one of the famous archers among the compan- 
ions. He participated in all the major events and battles and 


was martyred in the battle of Matah as outlined above. 
Hadith 42 

AU glee Ul Sper Ol Usgee AU y2) poe cy alll te ye 
Uyl aly>Bi Ol: «le Ul o St Sab | Ô 
LASS US Of UN ally ed Ge Ì del a O pala y A 
A od cys Mi» oly I Ul Cod cy» OlS O] 3 eU 

G5 JP oly) ote: | 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar narrates that the Messenger of 


Allah < dispatched an army and put Usamah ibn 
Zayd in charge. The people criticised his leadership, 


23 (33:37). 
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so the Prophet < said, “If you are criticising his 
leadership now, then you used to criticise the lead- 
ership of his father before him. Indeed, by Allah, he 
was certainly suitable for leadership, and he was of 
the most beloved of people to me, and now this one 
(Usâmah) is among the most beloved of people to 


me after him.” 


cymudo AU a> O Ul ye Ty 





by the Qur’an itself and blessed in the 
prayers of the Prophet @-, Sham is a region of momentous 
importance and consequence, and is now a witness to violent 
convulsions and turmoil. In this indispensable collection, 
the author presents forty hadith about Sham, its virtues with 
a short commentary and biographies of the Companions 
who lived and died here. 
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